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The First Reading: Genesis 32:22-31
Jacob got up in the night and took his two wives, his two
maids, and his eleven children, and crossed the ford of the
Jabbok. He took them and sent them across the stream, and
likewise everything that he had. Jacob was left alone; and a man
wrestled with him until daybreak. When the man saw that he
did not prevail against Jacob, he struck him on the hip socket;
and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him.
Then he said, “Let me go, for the day is breaking.” But Jacob
said, “I will not let you go, unless you bless me.” So he said to
him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” Then the man
said, “You shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you
have striven with God and with humans, and have prevailed.”
Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But he said,
“Why is it that you ask my name?” And there he blessed him.
So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God
face to face, and yet my life is preserved.” The sun rose upon
him as he passed Penuel, limping because of his hip.

The Psalm 17:1-7, 16 Exaudi, Domine
1 Hear my plea of innocence, O Lord;
		 give heed to my cry; *
		
listen to my prayer, which does not come from lying lips.
2 Let my vindication come forth from your presence; *
		
let your eyes be fixed on justice.
3 Weigh my heart, summon me by night, *
		
melt me down; you will find no impurity in me.
4 I give no offense with my mouth as others do; *
		
I have heeded the words of your lips.
5 My footsteps hold fast to the ways of your law; *
		
in your paths my feet shall not stumble.
6 I call upon you, O God, for you will answer me; *
		
incline your ear to me and hear my words.
7 Show me your marvelous loving-kindness, *
		
O Savior of those who take refuge at your right hand
		
from those who rise up against them.
16 But at my vindication I shall see your face; *
		
when I awake, I shall be satisfied, beholding
			your likeness.

The Second Reading: Romans 9:1-5
I am speaking the truth in Christ — I am not lying; my conscience confirms it by the Holy Spirit — I have great sorrow
and unceasing anguish in my heart. For I could wish that I
myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of
my own people, my kindred according to the flesh. They are
Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the promises;
to them belong the patriarchs, and from them, according to
the flesh, comes the Messiah, who is over all, God blessed
forever. Amen.

The Gospel: Matthew 14:13-21
Jesus withdrew in a boat to a deserted place by himself. But
when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the
towns. When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he
had compassion for them and cured their sick. When it was
evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a deserted
place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds away so that
they may go into the villages and buy food for themselves.”
Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you give them
something to eat.” They replied, “We have nothing here but
five loaves and two fish.” And he said, “Bring them here to me.”
Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking
the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, and
blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to the disciples,
and the disciples gave them to the crowds. And all ate and
were filled; and they took up what was left over of the broken
pieces, twelve baskets full. And those who ate were about five
thousand men, besides women and children.
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The Lesson: Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28
Jacob settled in the land where his father had lived as an alien,
the land of Canaan. This is the story of the family of Jacob.
Joseph, being seventeen years old, was shepherding the flock
with his brothers; he was a helper to the sons of Bilhah and
Zilpah, his father’s wives; and Joseph brought a bad report of
them to their father. Now Israel loved Joseph more than any
other of his children, because he was the son of his old age;
and he had made him a long robe with sleeves. But when his
brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his
brothers, they hated him, and could not speak peaceably to
him. Now his brothers went to pasture their father’s flock near
Shechem. And Israel said to Joseph, “Are not your brothers
pasturing the flock at Shechem? Come, I will send you to
them.” He answered, “Here I am.” So he said to him, “Go now,
see if it is well with your brothers and with the flock; and bring
word back to me.” So he sent him from the valley of Hebron.
He came to Shechem, and a man found him wandering in
the fields; the man asked him, “What are you seeking?” “I am
seeking my brothers,” he said; “tell me, please, where they are
pasturing the flock.” The man said, “They have gone away, for
I heard them say, ‘Let us go to Dothan.’” Joseph went after his
brothers, and found them at Dothan. They saw him from a
distance, and before he came near to them, they conspired to
kill him. They said to one another, “Here comes this dreamer.
Come now, let us kill him and throw him into one of the pits;
then we shall say that a wild animal has devoured him, and we
shall see what will become of his dreams.” But when Reuben
heard it, he delivered him out of their hands, saying, “Let us
not take his life.” Reuben said to them, “Shed no blood; throw
him into this pit here in the wilderness, but lay no hand on
him” — that he might rescue him out of their hand and restore him to his father. So when Joseph came to his brothers,
they stripped him of his robe, the long robe with sleeves that
he wore; and they took him and threw him into a pit. The pit
was empty; there was no water in it. Then they sat down to
eat; and looking up they saw a caravan of Ishmaelites coming
from Gilead, with their camels carrying gum, balm, and resin,
on their way to carry it down to Egypt. Then Judah said to his
brothers, “What profit is it if we kill our brother and conceal
his blood? Come, let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and not lay
our hands on him, for he is our brother, our own flesh.” And
his brothers agreed. When some Midianite traders passed by,
they drew Joseph up, lifting him out of the pit, and sold him
to the Ishmaelites for twenty pieces of silver. And they took
Joseph to Egypt.
The Psalm 105:1-6, 16-22, 45b Confitemini Domino
1
Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name; *
		
make known his deeds among the peoples.
2 Sing to him, sing praises to him, *
		
and speak of all his marvelous works.
3 Glory in his holy Name; *
let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice.

4 Search for the Lord and his strength; *
		
continually seek his face.
5 Remember the marvels he has done, *
		
his wonders and the judgments of his mouth,
6 O offspring of Abraham his servant, *
		
O children of Jacob his chosen.
16 Then he called for a famine in the land *
		
and destroyed the supply of bread.
17 He sent a man before them, *
		
Joseph, who was sold as a slave.
18
They bruised his feet in fetters; *
		
his neck they put in an iron collar.
19 Until his prediction came to pass, *
			 the word of the Lord tested him.
20 The king sent and released him; *
		
the ruler of the peoples set him free.
21 He set him as a master over his household, *
		
as a ruler over all his possessions,
22 To instruct his princes according to his will *
		
and to teach his elders wisdom.
45 Hallelujah!
The Epistle Romans 10:5-15
Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from
the law, that “the person who does these things will live by
them.” But the righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do
not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is,
to bring Christ down) “or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’”
(that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). But what does it
say? “The word is near you, on your lips and in your heart”
(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); because if you
confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.
For one believes with the heart and so is justified, and one
confesses with the mouth and so is saved. The scripture says,
“No one who believes in him will be put to shame.” For there is
no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord
of all and is generous to all who call on him. For, “Everyone
who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” But how
are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And
how are they to believe in one of whom they have never heard?
And how are they to hear without someone to proclaim him?
And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As
it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring
good news!”

The Gospel: Matthew 14:22-33
Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on
ahead to the other side, while he dismissed the crowds.
And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the
mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he
was there alone, but by this time the boat, battered by
the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against
them. And early in the morning he came walking toward
them on the sea. But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!”
And they cried out in fear. But immediately Jesus spoke
to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.”
Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to
come to you on the water.” He said, “Come.” So Peter got
out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came
toward Jesus. But when he noticed the strong wind, he
became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out,
“Lord, save me!” Jesus immediately reached out his hand
and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why
did you doubt?” When they got into the boat, the wind
ceased. And those in the boat worshiped him, saying,
“Truly you are the Son of God.”
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The Lesson: Genesis 45:1-15
Joseph could no longer control himself before all those who
stood by him, and he cried out, “Send everyone away from me.”
So no one stayed with him when Joseph made himself known
to his brothers. And he wept so loudly that the Egyptians heard
it, and the household of Pharaoh heard it. Joseph said to his
brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his brothers
could not answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence.
Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And
they came closer. He said, “I am your brother, Joseph, whom
you sold into Egypt. And now do not be distressed, or angry
with yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me
before you to preserve life. For the famine has been in the land
these two years; and there are five more years in which there
will be neither plowing nor harvest. God sent me before you
to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for
you many survivors. So it was not you who sent me here, but
God; he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his
house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. Hurry and go up
to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God
has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not delay.
You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near
me, you and your children and your children’s children, as well
as your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. I will provide
for you there — since there are five more years of famine to
come — so that you and your household, and all that you have,
will not come to poverty.’ And now your eyes and the eyes of
my brother Benjamin see that it is my own mouth that speaks
to you. You must tell my father how greatly I am honored in
Egypt, and all that you have seen. Hurry and bring my father
down here.” Then he fell upon his brother Benjamin’s neck and
wept, while Benjamin wept upon his neck. And he kissed all
his brothers and wept upon them; and after that his brothers
talked with him.
The Psalm 133 Ecce, quam bonum!
1 Oh, how good and pleasant it is, *
		
when brethren live together in unity!
2 It is like fine oil upon the head *
		
that runs down upon the beard,
3 Upon the beard of Aaron, *
		
and runs down upon the collar of his robe.
4 It is like the dew of Hermon *
		
that falls upon the hills of Zion.
5 For there the Lord has ordained the blessing: *
		
life for evermore.

The Epistle: Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32
I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself
am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the
tribe of Benjamin. 2 God has not rejected his people whom he
foreknew. For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable.
Just as you were once disobedient to God but have now received mercy because of their disobedience, so they have now
been disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you,
they too may now receive mercy. For God has imprisoned all
in disobedience so that he may be merciful to all.
The Gospel: Matthew 15:21-28
Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and
Sidon. Just then a Canaanite woman from that region came
out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of
David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” But he did
not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him,
saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” He
answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of
Israel.” But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help
me.” He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food and
throw it to the dogs.” She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs
eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” Then Jesus
answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for
you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed instantly.
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The Lesson: Exodus 1:8—2:10
Now a new king arose over Egypt, who did not know Joseph.
He said to his people, “Look, the Israelite people are more
numerous and more powerful than we. Come, let us deal
shrewdly with them, or they will increase and, in the event of
war, join our enemies and fight against us and escape from
the land.” Therefore they set taskmasters over them to oppress
them with forced labor. They built supply cities, Pithom and
Rameses, for Pharaoh. But the more they were oppressed, the
more they multiplied and spread, so that the Egyptians came to
dread the Israelites. The Egyptians became ruthless in imposing tasks on the Israelites, and made their lives bitter with hard
service in mortar and brick and in every kind of field labor.
They were ruthless in all the tasks that they imposed on them.
The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, one of whom
was named Shiphrah and the other Puah, “When you act as
midwives to the Hebrew women, and see them on the birthstool, if it is a boy, kill him; but if it is a girl, she shall live.” But
the midwives feared God; they did not do as the king of Egypt
commanded them, but they let the boys live. So the king of
Egypt summoned the midwives and said to them, “Why have
you done this, and allowed the boys to live?” The midwives
said to Pharaoh, “Because the Hebrew women are not like the
Egyptian women; for they are vigorous and give birth before
the midwife comes to them.” So God dealt well with the midwives; and the people multiplied and became very strong. And
because the midwives feared God, he gave them families. Then
Pharaoh commanded all his people, “Every boy that is born
to the Hebrews you shall throw into the Nile, but you shall
let every girl live.” Now a man from the house of Levi went
and married a Levite woman. he woman conceived and bore
a son; and when she saw that he was a fine baby, she hid him
three months. When she could hide him no longer she got a
papyrus basket for him, and plastered it with bitumen and
pitch; she put the child in it and placed it among the reeds on
the bank of the river. His sister stood at a distance, to see what
would happen to him. The daughter of Pharaoh came down
to bathe at the river, while her attendants walked beside the
river. She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her maid
to bring it. When she opened it, she saw the child. He was
crying, and she took pity on him, “This must be one of the
Hebrews’ children,” she said. Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s
daughter, “Shall I go and get you a nurse from the Hebrew
women to nurse the child for you?” Pharaoh’s daughter said
to her, “Yes.” So the girl went and called the child’s mother.
Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Take this child and nurse it
for me, and I will give you your wages.” So the woman took the
child and nursed it. When the child grew up, she brought him
to Pharaoh’s daughter, and she took him as her son. She named
him Moses, “because,” she said, “I drew him out of the water.”

The Psalm 124 Nisi quia Dominus
1 If the Lord had not been on our side, *
		
let Israel now say;
2 If the Lord had not been on our side, *
		
when enemies rose up against us;
3 Then would they have swallowed us up alive *
		
in their fierce anger toward us;
4 Then would the waters have overwhelmed us *
			 and the torrent gone over us;
5 Then would the raging waters *
			 have gone right over us.
6 Blessed be the Lord! *
		
he has not given us over to be a prey for their teeth.
7 We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowler; *
		
the snare is broken, and we have escaped.
8 Our help is in the Name of the Lord, *
		
the maker of heaven and earth.
The Epistle: Romans 12:1-8
I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy
and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do
not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the
will of God--what is good and acceptable and perfect. For
by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to
think of yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to
think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of
faith that God has assigned. For as in one body we have many
members, and not all the members have the same function,
so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. We have gifts that differ
according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion
to faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the
exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader,
in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.
The Gospel: Matthew 16:13-20
Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he
asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man
is?” And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others
Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He
said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter
answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.”
And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my
Father in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock
I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail
against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven,
and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and
whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” Then
he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was
the Messiah.
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The Lesson: Exodus 3:1-15
Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the
priest of Midian; he led his flock beyond the wilderness, and
came to Horeb, the mountain of God. There the angel of the
Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a bush; he
looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was not consumed.
Then Moses said, “I must turn aside and look at this great
sight, and see why the bush is not burned up.” When the Lord
saw that he had turned aside to see, God called to him out of
the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” Then he
said, “Come no closer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for
the place on which you are standing is holy ground.” He said
further, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham,
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his
face, for he was afraid to look at God. Then the Lord said, “I
have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; I
have heard their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed,
I know their sufferings, and I have come down to deliver them
from the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land to
a good and broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey,
to the country of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites,
the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. The cry of the
Israelites has now come to me; I have also seen how the Egyptians oppress them. So come, I will send you to Pharaoh to
bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.” But Moses said
to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh, and bring
the Israelites out of Egypt?” He said, “I will be with you; and
this shall be the sign for you that it is I who sent you: when
you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall worship
God on this mountain.” But Moses said to God, “If I come to
the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your ancestors has
sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what
shall I say to them?” God said to Moses, “I am who I am.”
He said further, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘I am has
sent me to you.’” God also said to Moses, “Thus you shall say
to the Israelites, ‘The Lord, the God of your ancestors, the
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has
sent me to you’: This is my name forever, and this my title for
all generations.
The Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45c Confitemini Domino
1 Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name; *
		
make known his deeds among the peoples.
2 Sing to him, sing praises to him, *
		
and speak of all his marvelous works.
3 Glory in his holy Name; *
		
let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice.
4 Search for the Lord and his strength; *
		
continually seek his face.
5 Remember the marvels he has done, *
		
his wonders and the judgments of his mouth,

6 O offspring of Abraham his servant, *
		
O children of Jacob his chosen.
23 Israel came into Egypt, *
		
and Jacob became a sojourner in the land of Ham.
24 The Lord made his people exceedingly fruitful; *
			 he made them stronger than their enemies;
25 Whose heart he turned, so that they hated his people, *
		
and dealt unjustly with his servants.
26 He sent Moses his servant, *
		
and Aaron whom he had chosen.
45 Hallelujah!
The Epistle: Romans 12:9-21
Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good;
love one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in
showing honor. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve
the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in
prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers. Bless those who persecute you; bless and do
not curse them. Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with
those who weep. Live in harmony with one another; do not
be haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be
wiser than you are. Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take
thought for what is noble in the sight of all. If it is possible, so
far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. Beloved, never
avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; for
it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.”
No, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty,
give them something to drink; for by doing this you will heap
burning coals on their heads.” Do not be overcome by evil,
but overcome evil with good.
The Gospel: Matthew 16:21-28
Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem
and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and
chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day
be raised. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him,
saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.”
But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You
are a stumbling block to me; for you are setting your mind
not on divine things but on human things.” Then Jesus told
his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let them
deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For
those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who
lose their life for my sake will find it. For what will it profit
them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what
will they give in return for their life? For the Son of Man is to
come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he
will repay everyone for what has been done. Truly I tell you,
there are some standing here who will not taste death before
they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”

