July 7, 2013- Year C Independence Day, observed`

The Lesson: Deuteronomy 10:17-21
Moses said to Israel, For the Lord your God is God of
gods and Lord of lords, the great God, mighty and awesome, who is not partial and takes no bribe, who executes
justice for the orphan and the widow, and who loves the
strangers, providing them food and clothing. You shall
also love the stranger, for you were strangers in the land
of Egypt. You shall fear the Lord your God; him alone
you shall worship; to him you shall hold fast, and by his
name you shall swear. He is your praise; he is your God,
who has done for you these great and awesome things
that your own eyes have seen.

The Response: Psalm 145:1-9

Exaltabo te, Deus

1 I will exalt you, O God my King, *
			

and bless your Name for ever and ever.

2 Every day will I bless you *
			

The Epistle: Hebrews 11:8-16
By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out
for a place that he was to receive as an inheritance; and
he set out, not knowing where he was going. By faith he
stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as
in a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob,
who were heirs with him of the same promise. For he
looked forward to the city that has foundations, whose
architect and builder is God. By faith he received power
of procreation, even though he was too old — and Sarah
herself was barren — because he considered him faithful
who had promised. Therefore from one person, and this
one as good as dead, descendants were born, “as many as
the stars of heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand
by the seashore.” All of these died in faith without having
received the promises, but from a distance they saw and
greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers
and foreigners on the earth, for people who speak in
this way make it clear that they are seeking a homeland.
If they had been thinking of the land that they had left
behind, they would have had opportunity to return. But
as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly
one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God;
indeed, he has prepared a city for them.

and praise your Name for ever and ever.

3 Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; *
			

there is no end to his greatness.

			

and his compassion is over all his works.

Independence Day, observed
The Gospel: Matthew 5:43-48
4 One generation shall praise your works to another *
Jesus said to the disciples, “You have heard that
			 and shall declare your power.
it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and
5 I will ponder the glorious splendor of your majesty *
hate your enemy.’ But I say to you, Love your
enemies and pray for those who persecute you,
			 and all your marvelous works.
so that you may be children of your Father in
6 They shall speak of the might of your wondrous acts, *
heaven; for he makes his sun rise on the evil
and on the good, and sends rain on the righ			 and I will tell of your greatness.
teous and on the unrighteous. For if you love
7 They shall publish the remembrance of your great goodness; *
those who love you, what reward do you have?
			 they shall sing of your righteous deeds.
Do not even the tax collectors do the same?
And if you greet only your brothers and sisters,
8 The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, *
what more are you doing than others? Do not
			 slow to anger and of great kindness.
even the Gentiles do the same? Be perfect,
9 The Lord is loving to everyone *
therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.”

July 14, 2013 —8 Pentecost, year C - Proper 10
The Lesson: Amos 7:7-17
This is what the Lord God showed me: the Lord was
standing beside a wall built with a plumb line, with a
plumb line in his hand. And the Lord said to me, “Amos,
what do you see?” And I said, “A plumb line.” Then the
Lord said, “See, I am setting a plumb line in the midst of
my people Israel; I will never again pass them by; the high
places of Isaac shall be made desolate, and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste, and I will rise against the
house of Jeroboam with the sword.” Then Amaziah, the
priest of Bethel, sent to King Jeroboam of Israel, saying,
“Amos has conspired against you in the very center of the
house of Israel; the land is not able to bear all his words.
For thus Amos has said, ‘Jeroboam shall die by the sword,
and Israel must go into exile away from his land.’” And
Amaziah said to Amos, “O seer, go, flee away to the land
of Judah, earn your bread there, and prophesy there; but
never again prophesy at Bethel, for it is the king’s sanctuary, and it is a temple of the kingdom.” Then Amos answered Amaziah, “I am no prophet, nor a prophet’s son;
but I am a herdsman, and a dresser of sycamore trees,
and the Lord took me from following the flock, and the
Lord said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to my people Israel.’
Now therefore hear the word of the Lord . You say, ‘Do
not prophesy against Israel, and do not preach against
the house of Isaac.’ Therefore thus says the Lord : ‘Your
wife shall become a prostitute in the city, and your sons
and your daughters shall fall by the sword, and your land
shall be parceled out by line; you yourself shall die in an
unclean land, and Israel shall surely go into exile away
from its land.’”
The Response: Psalm 82 Deus stetit
1 God takes his stand in the council of heaven; *
			 he gives judgment in the midst of the gods:
2 “How long will you judge unjustly, *
			 and show favor to the wicked?
3 Save the weak and the orphan; *
			 defend the humble and needy;
4 Rescue the weak and the poor; *
			 deliver them from the power of the wicked.
5 They do not know, neither do they understand;
		 they go about in darkness; *
			 all the foundations of the earth are shaken.
6 Now I say to you, ‘You are gods, *
			 and all of you children of the Most High;

7 Nevertheless, you shall die like mortals, *
			 and fall like any prince.’”
8 Arise, O God, and rule the earth, *
			 for you shall take all nations for your own.
The Epistle: Colossians 1:1-14
Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and
Timothy our brother, To the saints and faithful brothers
and sisters in Christ in Colossae: Grace to you and peace
from God our Father. In our prayers for you we always
thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, for we
have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love
that you have for all the saints, because of the hope laid
up for you in heaven. You have heard of this hope before
in the word of the truth, the gospel that has come to you.
Just as it is bearing fruit and growing in the whole world,
so it has been bearing fruit among yourselves from the
day you heard it and truly comprehended the grace of
God. This you learned from Epaphras, our beloved fellow
servant. He is a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf,
and he has made known to us your love in the Spirit. For
this reason, since the day we heard it, we have not ceased
praying for you and asking that you may be filled with
the knowledge of God’s will in all spiritual wisdom and
understanding, so that you may lead lives worthy of the
Lord, fully pleasing to him, as you bear fruit in every
good work and as you grow in the knowledge of God.
May you be made strong with all the strength that comes
from his glorious power, and may you be prepared to
endure everything with patience, while joyfully giving
thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the
inheritance of the saints in the light. He has rescued us
from the power of darkness and transferred us into the
kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
The Gospel: Luke 10:25-37
A lawyer stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, “what must I do to inherit eternal
life?” Jesus said to him, “What is written in the law? What do you read there?” He
answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul,
and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.”
And he said to him, “You have given the right answer; do this, and you will live.” But
wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” Jesus replied,
“A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands of robbers,
who stripped him, beat him, and went away, leaving him half dead. Now by chance
a priest was going down that road; and when he saw him, he passed by on the other
side. So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the
other side. But a Samaritan while traveling came near him; and when he saw him, he
was moved with pity. He went to him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil
and wine on them. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and
took care of him. The next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper,
and said, ‘Take care of him; and when I come back, I will repay you whatever more
you spend.’ Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to the man who fell
into the hands of the robbers?” He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” Jesus
said to him, “Go and do likewise.”

July 21, 2013 — ST JAMES DAY, observed
The Lesson: Jeremiah 45:1-5
The word that the prophet Jeremiah spoke to Baruch
son of Neriah, when he wrote these words in a scroll
at the dictation of Jeremiah, in the fourth year of King
Hehoiakim son of Josiah of Judah: Thus says the Lord,
the God of Israel, to you, O Baruch: You said, “Woe is
me! The Lord has added sorrow to my pain; I am weary
with my groaning, and I find no rest.” Thus you shall say
to him, “Thus says the Lord: I am going to break down
what I have built, and pluck up what I have planted —
that is, the whole land. And you, do you seek great things
for yourself? Do not seek them; for I am going to bring
disaster upon all flesh, says the Lord; but I will give you
your life as a prize of war in every place to which you
may go.”

The Epistle: Acts 11:27—12:3
At that time prophets came down from Jerusalem to
Antioch. One of them named Agabus stood up and predicted by the Spirit that there would be a severe famine
over all the world; and this took place during the reign
of Claudius. The disciples determined that according to
their ability, each would send relief to the believers living
in Judea; this they did, sending it to the elders by Barnabas
and Saul. About that time King Herod laid violent hands
upon some who belonged to the church. He had James,
the brother of John, killed with the sword. After he saw
that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded to arrest Peter also.
(This was during the festival of Unleavened Bread.)

The Response: Psalm 7:1-10Domine, Deus meus
1 O Lord my God, I take refuge in you; *
			

save and deliver me from all who pursue me;

2 Lest like a lion they tear me in pieces *
			

and snatch me away with none to deliver me.

3 O Lord my God, if I have done these things: *
			

if there is any wickedness in my hands,

4 If I have repaid my friend with evil, *
			

or plundered him who without cause is my enemy;

5 Then let my enemy pursue and overtake me, *
			

trample my life into the ground,

			

and lay my honor in the dust.

6 Stand up, O Lord, in your wrath; *
			

rise up against the fury of my enemies.

7 Awake, O my God, decree justice; *
			

let the assembly of the peoples gather round you.

8 Be seated on your lofty throne, O Most High; *
			O Lord, judge the nations.

The Gospel: Matthew 20:20-28
The mother of the sons of Zebedee came to him
with her sons, and kneeling before him, she asked
a favor of him. And he said to her, “What do you
want?” She said to him, “Declare that these two
sons of mine will sit, one at your right hand and
one at your left, in your kingdom.” But Jesus answered, “You do not know what you are asking.
Are you able to drink the cup that I am about to
drink?” They said to him, “We are able.” He said
to them, “You will indeed drink my cup, but to sit
at my right hand and at my left, this is not mine
to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been
prepared by my Father.” When the ten heard it,
they were angry with the two brothers. But Jesus
called them to him and said, “You know that the
rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their
great ones are tyrants over them. It will not be so
among you; but whoever wishes to be great among
you must be your servant, and whoever wishes to
be first among you must be your slave; just as the
Son of Man came not to be served but to serve,
and to give his life a ransom for many.”

9 Give judgment for me according to my righteousness, O Lord, *
			

and according to my innocence, O Most High.

10 Let the malice of the wicked come to an end,
		 but establish the righteous; *
			

for you test the mind and heart, O righteous God.

july 28, 2013 - 10 PENTECOST, YEAR C (PROPER 12)
The Lesson: Hosea 1: 2 - 10
When the Lord first spoke through Hosea, the Lord
said to Hosea, “Go, take for yourself a wife of whoredom
and have children of whoredom, for the land commits
great whoredom by forsaking the Lord.” So he went and
took Gomer daughter of Diblaim, and she conceived
and bore him a son. And the Lord said to him, “Name
him Jezreel; for in a little while I will punish the house
of Jehu for the blood of Jezreel, and I will put an end to
the kingdom of the house of Israel. On that day I will
break the bow of Israel in the valley of Jezreel.” She conceived again and bore a daughter. Then the Lord said to
him, “Name her Lo-ruhamah, for I will no longer have
pity on the house of Israel or forgive them. But I will
have pity on the house of Judah, and I will save them by
the Lord their God; I will not save them by bow, or by
sword, or by war, or by horses, or by horsemen.” When
she had weaned Lo-ruhamah, she conceived and bore
a son. Then the Lord said, “Name him Lo-am’mi, for
you are not my people and I am not your God.” Yet the
number of the people of Israel shall be like the sand of
the sea, which can be neither measured nor numbered;
and in the place where it was said to them, “You are not
my people,” it shall be said to them, “Children of the
living God.”

11 Truth shall spring up from the earth, *
			 and righteousness shall look down from heaven.
12 The Lord will indeed grant prosperity, *
			 and our land will yield its increase.
13 Righteousness shall go before him, *
			 and peace shall be a pathway for his feet.
The Epistle: Colossians 2: 6 - 15
As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord,
continue to live your lives in him, rooted and built up in
him and established in the faith, just as you were taught,
abounding in thanksgiving. See to it that no one takes
you captive through philosophy and empty deceit, according to human tradition, according to the elemental
spirits of the universe, and not according to Christ. For
in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, and you
have come to fullness in him, who is the head of every
ruler and authority. In him also you were circumcised
with a spiritual circumcision, by putting off the body of
the flesh in the circumcision of Christ; when you were
buried with him in baptism, you were also raised with
him through faith in the power of God, who raised him
from the dead. And when you were dead in trespasses
and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you
alive together with him, when he forgave us all our trespasses, erasing the record that stood against us with its
legal demands. He set this aside, nailing it to the cross.
He disarmed the rulers and authorities and made a public example of them, triumphing over them in it.

The Response: Psalm 85 Benedixisti, Domine
1 You have been gracious to your land, O Lord, *
			 you have restored the good fortune of Jacob.
2 You have forgiven the iniquity of your people *
			 and blotted out all their sins.
The Gospel: Luke 11: 1 - 13
Jesus was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one
3 You have withdrawn all your fury *
his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught
			 and turned yourself from your wrathful indignation. of
his disciples.” He said to them, “When you pray, say: Father, hal4 Restore us then, O God our Savior; *
lowed be your name. Your kingdom come. Give us each day our
daily bread. And forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive every			 let your anger depart from us.
one indebted to us. And do not bring us to the time of trial.” And he
5 Will you be displeased with us for ever? *
said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him
			 will you prolong your anger from age to age?
at midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread;
for a friend of mine has arrived, and I have nothing to set before
6 Will you not give us life again, *
him.’ And he answers from within, ‘Do not bother me; the door has
			 that your people may rejoice in you?
already been locked, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot
7 Show us your mercy, O Lord, *
get up and give you anything.’ I tell you, even though he will not get
up and give him anything because he is his friend, at least because
			 and grant us your salvation.
of his persistence he will get up and give him whatever he needs. So
8 I will listen to what the Lord God is saying, *
I say to you, Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find;
			 for he is speaking peace to his faithful people
knock, and the door will be opened for you. For everyone who asks
receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who
			 and to those who turn their hearts to him.
the door will be opened. Is there anyone among you who,
9 Truly, his salvation is very near to those who fear him, * knocks,
if your child asks for a fish, will give a snake instead of a fish? Or if
			 that his glory may dwell in our land.
the child asks for an egg, will give a scorpion? If you then, who are
evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more
10 Mercy and truth have met together; *
will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”
			 righteousness and peace have kissed each other.

