June 2, 2010 —2 Pentecost, year C
The Lesson: 1 Kings 18:2-21, 30-39
Ahab sent to all the Israelites, and assembled the prophets at Mount Carmel. Elijah then came near to all the
people, and said, “How long will you go limping with
two different opinions? If the Lord is God, follow him;
but if Baal, then follow him.” The people did not answer
him a word. Then Elijah said to all the people, “Come
closer to me”; and all the people came closer to him.
First he repaired the altar of the Lord that had been
thrown down; Elijah took twelve stones, according to
the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, to whom
the word of the Lord came, saying, “Israel shall be your
name”; with the stones he built an altar in the name of
the Lord. Then he made a trench around the altar, large
enough to contain two measures of seed. Next he put
the wood in order, cut the bull in pieces, and laid it on
the wood. He said, “Fill four jars with water and pour it
on the burnt offering and on the wood.” Then he said,
“Do it a second time”; and they did it a second time.
Again he said, “Do it a third time”; and they did it a
third time, so that the water ran all around the altar,
and filled the trench also with water. At the time of the
offering of the oblation, the prophet Elijah came near
and said, “O Lord, God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel,
let it be known this day that you are God in Israel, that I
am your servant, and that I have done all these things at
your bidding. Answer me, O Lord, answer me, so that
this people may know that you, O Lord, are God, and
that you have turned their hearts back.” Then the fire
of the Lord fell and consumed the burnt offering, the
wood, the stones, and the dust, and even licked up the
water that was in the trench. When all the people saw
it, they fell on their faces and said, “The Lord indeed is
God; the Lord indeed is God.”
The Psalm: 96 - Cantate Domino
1 Sing to the LORD a new song; *
			 sing to the LORD, all the whole earth.
2 Sing to the LORD and bless his Name; *
			 proclaim the good news of his salvation from
			 day to day.
3 Declare his glory among the nations *
			 and his wonders among all peoples.
4 For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised; *
			 he is more to be feared than all gods.
5 As for all the gods of the nations, they are but
		 idols; *
			 but it is the LORD who made the heavens.

6 Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence! *
			 Oh, the power and the splendor of his
			 sanctuary!
7 Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples; *
			 ascribe to the LORD honor and power.
8 Ascribe to the LORD the honor due his Name; *
			 bring offerings and come into his courts.
9 Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness; *
			 let the whole earth tremble before him.
10 Tell it out among the nations: “The LORD is King! *
			 he has made the world so firm that it cannot be
			 moved;
		 he will judge the peoples with equity.”
11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad;
			 let the sea thunder and all that is in it; *
			 let the field be joyful and all that is therein.
12 Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy
			 before the LORD when he comes, *
			 when he comes to judge the earth.
13 He will judge the world with righteousness *
			 and the peoples with his truth.
The Epistle: Galatians 1:1-12
Paul an apostle — sent neither by human commission
nor from human authorities, but through Jesus Christ
and God the Father, who raised him from the dead —
and all the members of God’s family who are with me,
To the churches of Galatia: Grace to you and peace
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, who
gave himself for our sins to set us free from the present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father, to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen. I
am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one
who called you in the grace of Christ and are turning
to a different gospel — not that there is another gospel,
but there are some who are confusing you and want to
pervert the gospel of Christ. But even if we or an angel
from heaven should proclaim to you a gospel contrary
to what we proclaimed to you, let that one be accursed!
As we have said before, so now I repeat, if anyone proclaims to you a gospel contrary to what you received, let
that one be accursed! Am I now seeking human approval, or God’s approval? Or am I trying to please people? If
I were still pleasing people, I would not be a servant of
Christ. For I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that
the gospel that was proclaimed by me is not of human
origin; for I did not receive it from a human source, nor
was I taught it, but I received it through a revelation of
Jesus Christ.

June 9, 2010 —3 Pentecost, year C
The Lesson: 1 Kings 17:8-16
Then the word of the Lord came to Elijah, saying, “Go
now to Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon, and live
there; for I have commanded a widow there to feed you.”
So he set out and went to Zarephath. When he came to
the gate of the town, a widow was there gathering sticks;
he called to her and said, “Bring me a little water in a
vessel, so that I may drink.” As she was going to bring it,
he called to her and said, “Bring me a morsel of bread in
your hand.” But she said, “As the Lord your God lives,
I have nothing baked, only a handful of meal in a jar,
and a little oil in a jug; I am now gathering a couple of
sticks, so that I may go home and prepare it for myself
and my son, that we may eat it, and die.” Elijah said to
her, “Do not be afraid; go and do as you have said; but
first make me a little cake of it and bring it to me, and
afterwards make something for yourself and your son.
For thus says the Lord the God of Israel: The jar of meal
will not be emptied and the jug of oil will not fail until
the day that the Lord sends rain on the earth.” She went
and did as Elijah said, so that she as well as he and her
household ate for many days. The jar of meal was not
emptied, neither did the jug of oil fail, according to the
word of the Lord that he spoke by Elijah.

The Response: Psalm 146 Lauda, anima mea
1 Hallelujah!
		 Praise the Lord, O my soul! *
			 I will praise the Lord as long as I live;
			 I will sing praises to my God while I have my being.
2 Put not your trust in rulers, nor in any child of earth, *
			 for there is no help in them.
3 When they breathe their last, they return to earth, *
			 and in that day their thoughts perish.
4 Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help!*
			 whose hope is in the Lord their God;
5 Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that
		 is in them; *
			 who keeps his promise for ever;
6 Who gives justice to those who are oppressed, *
			 and food to those who hunger.
7 The Lord sets the prisoners free;
		the Lord opens the eyes of the blind; *
			 the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down;

8 The Lord loves the righteous;
		the Lord cares for the stranger; *
		 he sustains the orphan and widow,
			 but frustrates the way of the wicked.
9 The Lord shall reign for ever, *
			 your God, O Zion, throughout all generations.
			 Hallelujah!
The Epistle: Galatians 1:11-24
I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that the gospel
that was proclaimed by me is not of human origin; for I
did not receive it from a human source, nor was I taught
it, but I received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ.
You have heard, no doubt, of my earlier life in Judaism.
I was violently persecuting the church of God and was
trying to destroy it. I advanced in Judaism beyond many
among my people of the same age, for I was far more
zealous for the traditions of my ancestors. But when
God, who had set me apart before I was born and called
me through his grace, was pleased to reveal his Son to
me, so that I might proclaim him among the Gentiles,
I did not confer with any human being, nor did I go up
to Jerusalem to those who were already apostles before
me, but I went away at once into Arabia, and afterwards
I returned to Damascus. Then after three years I did go
up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas and stayed with him
fifteen days; but I did not see any other apostle except
James the Lord’s brother. In what I am writing to you,
before God, I do not lie! Then I went into the regions of
Syria and Cilicia, and I was still unknown by sight to the
churches of Judea that are in Christ; they only heard it
said, “The one who formerly was persecuting us is now
proclaiming the faith he once tried to destroy.” And they
glorified God because of me.

June 16, 2010 — 4 Pentecost, year C
The Lesson: 1 Kings 21:1-10, 15-21a
The following events took place: Naboth the Jezreelite
had a vineyard in Jezreel, beside the palace of King
Ahab of Samaria. And Ahab said to Naboth, “Give me
your vineyard, so that I may have it for a vegetable garden, because it is near my house; I will give you a better
vineyard for it; or, if it seems good to you, I will give
you its value in money.” But Naboth said to Ahab, “The
Lord forbid that I should give you my ancestral inheritance.” Ahab went home resentful and sullen because of
what Naboth the Jezreelite had said to him; for he had
said, “I will not give you my ancestral inheritance.” He
lay down on his bed, turned away his face, and would
not eat. His wife Jezebel came to him and said, “Why
are you so depressed that you will not eat?” He said to
her, “Because I spoke to Naboth the Jezreelite and said
to him, ‘Give me your vineyard for money; or else, if
you prefer, I will give you another vineyard for it’; but
he answered, ‘I will not give you my vineyard.’” His wife
Jezebel said to him, “Do you now govern Israel? Get
up, eat some food, and be cheerful; I will give you the
vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite.” So she wrote letters
in Ahab’s name and sealed them with his seal; she sent
the letters to the elders and the nobles who lived with
Naboth in his city. She wrote in the letters, “Proclaim a
fast, and seat Naboth at the head of the assembly; seat
two scoundrels opposite him, and have them bring a
charge against him, saying, ‘You have cursed God and
the king.’ Then take him out, and stone him to death.”
As soon as Jezebel heard that Naboth had been stoned
and was dead, Jezebel said to Ahab, “Go, take possession of the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite, which he
refused to give you for money; for Naboth is not alive,
but dead.” As soon as Ahab heard that Naboth was dead,
Ahab set out to go down to the vineyard of Naboth the
Jezreelite, to take possession of it. Then the word of the
Lord came to Elijah the Tishbite, saying: Go down to
meet King Ahab of Israel, who rules in Samaria; he is
now in the vineyard of Naboth, where he has gone to
take possession. You shall say to him, “Thus says the
Lord: Have you killed, and also taken possession?” You
shall say to him, ‘Thus says the Lord: In the place where
dogs licked up the blood of Naboth, dogs will also lick
up your blood.” Ahab said to Elijah, “Have you found
me, O my enemy?” He answered, “I have found you.
Because you have sold yourself to do what is evil in the
sight of the Lord, I will bring disaster on you.”

The Response: Psalm 5:1-8 Verba mea auribus
1 Give ear to my words, O Lord; *
			 consider my meditation.
2 Hearken to my cry for help, my King and my God, *
			 for I make my prayer to you.
3 In the morning, Lord, you hear my voice; *
		 early in the morning I make my appeal and
				 watch for you.
4 For you are not a God who takes pleasure in wicked
		 ness, *
			 and evil cannot dwell with you.
5 Braggarts cannot stand in your sight; *
			 you hate all those who work wickedness.
6 You destroy those who speak lies; *
			 the bloodthirsty and deceitful, O Lord, you abhor.
7 But as for me, through the greatness of your mercy I
		 will go into your house; *
			 I will bow down toward your holy temple in awe
			 of you.
8 Lead me, O Lord, in your righteousness,
		 because of those who lie in wait for me; *
			 make your way straight before me.
The Epistle: Galatians 2:15-21
We ourselves are Jews by birth and not Gentile sinners;
yet we know that a person is justified not by the works
of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ. And we
have come to believe in Christ Jesus, so that we might be
justified by faith in Christ, and not by doing the works
of the law, because no one will be justified by the works
of the law. But if, in our effort to be justified in Christ,
we ourselves have been found to be sinners, is Christ
then a servant of sin? Certainly not! But if I build up
again the very things that I once tore down, then I demonstrate that I am a transgressor. For through the law I
died to the law, so that I might live to God. I have been
crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but
it is Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the
flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and
gave himself for me. I do not nullify the grace of God;
for if justification comes through the law, then Christ
died for nothing.

June 23, 2010 — 5 Pentecost, year C
The Lesson: 1 Kings 19:1-4, 8-15a
Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and how he
had killed all the prophets with the sword. Then Jezebel
sent a messenger to Elijah, saying, “So may the gods do
to me, and more also, if I do not make your life like the
life of one of them by this time tomorrow.” Then he was
afraid; he got up and fled for his life, and came to Beersheba, which belongs to Judah; he left his servant there.
But he himself went a day’s journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down under a solitary broom
tree. He asked that he might die: “It is enough; now, O
Lord, take away my life, for I am no better than my ancestors.” He got up, and ate and drank; then he went in
the strength of that food forty days and forty nights to
Horeb the mount of God. At that place he came to a
cave, and spent the night there. Then the word of the
Lord came to him, saying, “What are you doing here,
Elijah?” He answered, “I have been very zealous for the
Lord, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed
your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they
are seeking my life, to take it away.” He said, “Go out and
stand on the mountain before the Lord, for the Lord is
about to pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong
that it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in
pieces before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the
wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but the Lord
was not in the earthquake; and after the earthquake
a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire; and after the
fire a sound of sheer silence. When Elijah heard it, he
wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood
at the entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to
him that said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” He answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God
of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant,
thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with
the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life,
to take it away.” Then the Lord said to him, “Go, return
on your way to the wilderness of Damascus.”
The Response: Psalm 42 Quemadmodum
1 As the deer longs for the water-brooks, *
			 so longs my soul for you, O God.
2 My soul is athirst for God, athirst for the living God; *
			 when shall I come to appear before the presence
			 of God?
3 My tears have been my food day and night, *
			 while all day long they say to me,
			 “Where now is your God?”

4 I pour out my soul when I think on these things: *
			 how I went with the multitude and led them into
			 the house of God,
5 With the voice of praise and thanksgiving, *
			 among those who keep holy-day.
6 Why are you so full of heaviness, O my soul? *
			 and why are you so disquieted within me?
7 Put your trust in God; *
			 for I will yet give thanks to him,
			 who is the help of my countenance, and my God.
8 My soul is heavy within me; *
			 therefore I will remember you from the land of
				 Jordan,
			 and from the peak of Mizar among the heights of
				 Hermon.
9 One deep calls to another in the noise of your
		 cataracts; *
			 all your rapids and floods have gone over me.
10 The Lord grants his loving-kindness in the daytime; *
			 in the night season his song is with me,
			 a prayer to the God of my life.
11 I will say to the God of my strength,
“Why have you forgotten me? *
			 and why do I go so heavily while the enemy
				 oppresses me?”
12 While my bones are being broken, *
			 my enemies mock me to my face;
13 All day long they mock me *
			 and say to me, “Where now is your God?”
14 Why are you so full of heaviness, O my soul? *
			 and why are you so disquieted within me?
15 Put your trust in God; *
			 for I will yet give thanks to him,
			 who is the help of my countenance, and my God.
Psalm 43 Judica me, Deus
1 Give judgment for me, O God,
		 and defend my cause against an ungodly people; *
			 deliver me from the deceitful and the wicked.
2 For you are the God of my strength;
		 why have you put me from you? *
		 and why do I go so heavily while the enemy
				 oppresses me?
3 Send out your light and your truth, that they may
		 lead me, *
			 and bring me to your holy hill
			 and to your dwelling;
4 That I may go to the altar of God,
		 to the God of my joy and gladness; *
			 and on the harp I will give thanks to you, O God
			 my God.
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5 Why are you so full of heaviness, O my soul? *
			 and why are you so disquieted within me?
6 Put your trust in God; *
			 for I will yet give thanks to him,
			 who is the help of my countenance, and my God.

The Epistle: Galatians 3:23-29
Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith would be revealed. Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came,
so that we might be justified by faith. But now that faith
has come, we are no longer subject to a disciplinarian,
for in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through
faith. As many of you as were baptized into Christ have
clothed yourselves with Christ. There is no longer Jew
or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no
longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ
Jesus. And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to the promise.

The Gospel: Luke 8:26-39
Jesus and his disciples arrived at the country of the
Ger’asenes, which is opposite Galilee. As he stepped out
on land, a man of the city who had demons met him.
For a long time he had worn no clothes, and he did not
live in a house but in the tombs. When he saw Jesus,
he fell down before him and shouted at the top of his
voice, “What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the
Most High God? I beg you, do not torment me”— for
Jesus had commanded the unclean spirit to come out
of the man. (For many times it had seized him; he was
kept under guard and bound with chains and shackles, but he would break the bonds and be driven by the
demon into the wilds.) Jesus then asked him, “What is
your name?” He said, “Legion”; for many demons had
entered him. They begged him not to order them to go
back into the abyss. Now there on the hillside a large
herd of swine was feeding; and the demons begged Jesus to let them enter these. So he gave them permission.
Then the demons came out of the man and entered the
swine, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into
the lake and was drowned. When the swineherds saw
what had happened, they ran off and told it in the city
and in the country. Then people came out to see what
had happened, and when they came to Jesus, they found
the man from whom the demons had gone sitting at
the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind. And
they were afraid. Those who had seen it told them how
the one who had been possessed by demons had been
healed. Then all the people of the surrounding country of the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them; for they
were seized with great fear. So he got into the boat and
returned. The man from whom the demons had gone
begged that he might be with him; but Jesus sent him
away, saying, “Return to your home, and declare how
much God has done for you.” So he went away, proclaiming throughout the city how much Jesus had done
for him.

June 30, 2010 — 6 Pentecost, year C
The Lesson: 2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14
Now when the Lord was about to take Elijah up to
heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on their
way from Gilgal. Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for the
Lord has sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As
the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave
you.” So they went down to Bethel. Then Elijah said to
him, “Stay here; for the Lord has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself
live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on.
Fifty men of the company of prophets also went, and
stood at some distance from them, as they both were
standing by the Jordan. Then Elijah took his mantle and
rolled it up, and struck the water; the water was parted
to the one side and to the other, until the two of them
crossed on dry ground. When they had crossed, Elijah
said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you, before I
am taken from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit
a double share of your spirit.” He responded, “You have
asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not.”
As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire
and horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. Elisha kept
watching and crying out, “Father, father! The chariots of
Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer
see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore them in
two pieces. He picked up the mantle of Elijah that had
fallen from him, and went back and stood on the bank
of the Jordan. He took the mantle of Elijah that had fallen from him, and struck the water, saying, “Where is
the Lord, the God of Elijah?” When he had struck the
water, the water was parted to the one side and to the
other, and Elisha went over.
The Response: Psalm 77:1-2, 11-20
1 I will cry aloud to God; *
			 I will cry aloud, and he will hear me.
2 In the day of my trouble I sought the Lord; *
			 my hands were stretched out by night and did 		
				 not tire;
			 I refused to be comforted.
11 I will remember the works of the Lord, *
			 and call to mind your wonders of old time.
12 I will meditate on all your acts *
			 and ponder your mighty deeds.
13 Your way, O God, is holy; *
			 who is so great a god as our God?

14 You are the God who works wonders *
			 and have declared your power among the peoples.
15 By your strength you have redeemed your people, *
			 the children of Jacob and Joseph.
16 The waters saw you, O God;
		 the waters saw you and trembled; *
			 the very depths were shaken.
17 The clouds poured out water;
		 the skies thundered; *
			 your arrows flashed to and fro;
18 The sound of your thunder was in the whirlwind;
		 your lightnings lit up the world; *
			 the earth trembled and shook.
19 Your way was in the sea,
		 and your paths in the great waters, *
			 yet your footsteps were not seen.
20 You led your people like a flock *
			 by the hand of Moses and Aaron.
The Epistle: Galatians 5:1, 13-25
For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery. For
you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only
do not use your freedom as an opportunity for selfindulgence, but through love become slaves to one another. For the whole law is summed up in a single commandment, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”
If, however, you bite and devour one another, take care
that you are not consumed by one another. Live by the
Spirit, I say, and do not gratify the desires of the flesh.
For what the flesh desires is opposed to the Spirit, and
what the Spirit desires is opposed to the flesh; for these
are opposed to each other, to prevent you from doing
what you want. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are
not subject to the law. Now the works of the flesh are
obvious: fornication, impurity, licentiousness, idolatry,
sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions, factions, envy, drunkenness, carousing, and
things like these. I am warning you, as I warned you before: those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love,
joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness,
gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against
such things. And those who belong to Christ Jesus have
crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. If we
live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit.

