September 1, 2013 — Pentecost 15C, proper 17
The Lesson: Jeremiah 2:4-13
Hear the word of the Lord, O house of Jacob, and all the
families of the house of Israel. Thus says the Lord: What
wrong did your ancestors find in me that they went far
from me, and went after worthless things, and became
worthless themselves? They did not say, “Where is the
Lord who brought us up from the land of Egypt, who
led us in the wilderness, in a land of deserts and pits, in
a land of drought and deep darkness, in a land that no
one passes through, where no one lives?” I brought you
into a plentiful land to eat its fruits and its good things.
But when you entered you defiled my land, and made my
heritage an abomination. The priests did not say, “Where
is the Lord?” Those who handle the law did not know
me; the rulers transgressed against me; the prophets
prophesied by Baal, and went after things that do not
profit. Therefore once more I accuse you, says the Lord,
and I accuse your children’s children. Cross to the coasts
of Cyprus and look, send to Kedar and examine with
care; see if there has ever been such a thing. Has a nation
changed its gods, even though they are no gods? But my
people have changed their glory for something that does
not profit. Be appalled, O heavens, at this, be shocked, be
utterly desolate, says the Lord, for my people have committed two evils: they have forsaken me, the fountain of
living water, and dug out cisterns for themselves, cracked
cisterns that can hold no water.

The Epistle: Hebrews 13:1-8. 15-16
Let mutual love continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some have entertained angels without knowing it. Remember those who
are in prison, as though you were in prison with them;
those who are being tortured, as though you yourselves
were being tortured. Let marriage be held in honor
by all, and let the marriage bed be kept undefiled; for
God will judge fornicators and adulterers. Keep your
lives free from the love of money, and be content with
what you have; for he has said, “I will never leave you or
forsake you.” So we can say with confidence, “The Lord
is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can anyone do
to me?” Remember your leaders, those who spoke the
word of God to you; consider the outcome of their way
of life, and imitate their faith. Jesus Christ is the same
yesterday and today and forever. Through him, then, let
us continually offer a sacrifice of praise to God, that is,
the fruit of lips that confess his name. Do not neglect to
do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices
are pleasing to God.
The Gospel: Luke 14:1, 7-14
On one occasion when Jesus was going to the
house of a leader of the Pharisees to eat a meal
on the sabbath, they were watching him closely.
When he noticed how the guests chose the places
of honor, he told them a parable. “When you are
invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not
sit down at the place of honor, in case someone
more distinguished than you has been invited by
The Response: Psalm 81:1, 10-16 Exultate Deo
your host; and the host who invited both of you
1 Sing with joy to God our strength *
may come and say to you, ‘Give this person your
			 and raise a loud shout to the God of Jacob.
place,’ and then in disgrace you would start to take
10 I am the Lord your God,
the lowest place. But when you are invited, go and
		 who brought you out of the land of Egypt and said, *
sit down at the lowest place, so that when your
			 “Open your mouth wide, and I will fill it.”
host comes, he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up
11 And yet my people did not hear my voice, *
higher’; then you will be honored in the presence
			 and Israel would not obey me.
of all who sit at the table with you. For all who
12 So I gave them over to the stubbornness of their hearts, * exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who
			 to follow their own devices.
humble themselves will be exalted.” He said also
13 Oh, that my people would listen to me! *
to the one who had invited him, “When you give
			 that Israel would walk in my ways!
a luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your friends
14 I should soon subdue their enemies *
or your brothers or your relatives or rich neigh			 and turn my hand against their foes.
bors, in case they may invite you in return, and
15 Those who hate the Lord would cringe before him, *
you would be repaid. But when you give a ban			 and their punishment would last for ever.
quet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and
16 But Israel would I feed with the finest wheat *
the blind. And you will be blessed, because they
			 and satisfy him with honey from the rock.
cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.”

September 8, 2013 — Pentecost 16C, proper 18
The Lesson: Jeremiah 18:1-11
The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord: “Come,
go down to the potter’s house, and there I will let you
hear my words.” So I went down to the potter’s house,
and there he was working at his wheel. The vessel he was
making of clay was spoiled in the potter’s hand, and he
reworked it into another vessel, as seemed good to him.
Then the word of the Lord came to me: Can I not do
with you, O house of Israel, just as this potter has done?
says the Lord. Just like the clay in the potter’s hand, so
are you in my hand, O house of Israel. At one moment I
may declare concerning a nation or a kingdom, that I will
pluck up and break down and destroy it, but if that nation, concerning which I have spoken, turns from its evil,
I will change my mind about the disaster that I intended
to bring on it. And at another moment I may declare
concerning a nation or a kingdom that I will build and
plant it, but if it does evil in my sight, not listening to my
voice, then I will change my mind about the good that I
had intended to do to it. Now, therefore, say to the people
of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem: Thus says the
Lord: Look, I am a potter shaping evil against you and
devising a plan against you. Turn now, all of you from
your evil way, and amend your ways and your doings.

17 If I were to count them, they would be more in 		
		 number than the sand; *
			 to count them all, my life span would need to
			 be like yours.

The Epistle: Philemon 1-21
Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,
To Philemon our dear friend and co-worker, to Apphia
our sister, to Archippus our fellow soldier, and to the
church in your house: Grace to you and peace from God
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. When I remember
you in my prayers, I always thank my God because I
hear of your love for all the saints and your faith toward
the Lord Jesus. I pray that the sharing of your faith may
become effective when you perceive all the good that we
may do for Christ. I have indeed received much joy and
encouragement from your love, because the hearts of
the saints have been refreshed through you, my brother.
For this reason, though I am bold enough in Christ to
command you to do your duty, yet I would rather appeal
to you on the basis of love — and I, Paul, do this as an
old man, and now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. I am
appealing to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father I
The Response: Psalm 139:1-5, 13-17 Domine, probasti have become during my imprisonment. Formerly he was
1 Lord, you have searched me out and known me; * useless to you, but now he is indeed useful both to you
and to me. I am sending him, that is, my own heart, back
		 you know my sitting down and my rising up;
to you. I wanted to keep him with me, so that he might be
			 you discern my thoughts from afar.
of service to me in your place during my imprisonment
2 You trace my journeys and my resting-places *
for the gospel; but I preferred to do nothing without your
			 and are acquainted with all my ways.
consent, in order that your good deed might be voluntary
3 Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, *
and not something forced. Perhaps this is the reason he
			 but you, O Lord, know it altogether.
was separated from you for a while, so that you might
4 You press upon me behind and before *
have him back forever, no longer as a slave but more than
			 and lay your hand upon me.
a slave, a beloved brother — especially to me but how
5 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; *
much more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord.
			 it is so high that I cannot attain to it.
13 I will thank you because I am marvelously made; * So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you
would welcome me. If he has wronged you in any way,
			 your works are wonderful, and I know it well.
or owes you anything, charge that to my account. I, Paul,
14 My body was not hidden from you, *
am writing this with my own hand: I will repay it. I say
			 while I was being made in secret
nothing about your owing me even your own self. Yes,
			 and woven in the depths of the earth.
15 Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb; brother, let me have this benefit from you in the Lord!
Refresh my heart in Christ. Confident of your obedience,
		 all of them were written in your book; *
I am writing to you, knowing that you will do even more
			 they were fashioned day by day,
than I say.
			 when as yet there was none of them.
16 How deep I find your thoughts, O God! *
			 how great is the sum of them!

September 15, 2013 — Pentecost 17C, proper 19
The Lesson: Jeremiah 4:11-12, 22-28
At that time it will be said to this people and to Jerusalem: A hot wind comes from me out of the bare heights
in the desert toward my poor people, not to winnow or
cleanse — a wind too strong for that. Now it is I who
speak in judgment against them. “For my people are
foolish, they do not know me; they are stupid children,
they have no understanding. They are skilled in doing
evil, but do not know how to do good.” I looked on the
earth, and lo, it was waste and void; and to the heavens,
and they had no light. I looked on the mountains, and
lo, they were quaking, and all the hills moved to and fro.
I looked, and lo, there was no one at all, and all the birds
of the air had fled. I looked, and lo, the fruitful land was a
desert, and all its cities were laid in ruins before the Lord,
before his fierce anger. For thus says the Lord: The whole
land shall be a desolation; yet I will not make a full end.
Because of this the earth shall mourn, and the heavens
above grow black; for I have spoken, I have purposed; I
have not relented nor will I turn back.

The Epistle: 1 Timothy 1:12-17
I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because he judged me faithful and appointed me
to his service, even though I was formerly a blasphemer,
a persecutor, and a man of violence. But I received mercy
because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, and the grace
of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that
are in Christ Jesus. The saying is sure and worthy of full
acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save
sinners — of whom I am the foremost. But for that very
reason I received mercy, so that in me, as the foremost,
Jesus Christ might display the utmost patience, making
me an example to those who would come to believe in
him for eternal life. To the King of the ages, immortal,
invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and
ever. Amen.

The Gospel: Luke 15:1-10
Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near
to listen to Jesus. And the Pharisees and the scribes were
The Response: Psalm 14 Dixit insipiens
grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and
1 The fool has said in his heart, “There is no God.” * eats with them.” So he told them this parable: “Which
			 All are corrupt and commit abominable acts;
one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of
			 there is none who does any good.
them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness
2 The Lord looks down from heaven upon us all, *
and go after the one that is lost until he finds it? When
		 to see if there is any who is wise,
he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices.
			 if there is one who seeks after God.
And when he comes home, he calls together his friends
3 Every one has proved faithless;
and neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I
		 all alike have turned bad; *
have found my sheep that was lost.’ Just so, I tell you, there
			 there is none who does good; no, not one.
will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents
4 Have they no knowledge, all those evildoers *
than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no
			 who eat up my people like bread
repentance. Or what woman having ten silver coins, if
			 and do not call upon the Lord?
she loses one of them, does not light a lamp, sweep the
5 See how they tremble with fear, *
house, and search carefully until she finds it? When she
			 because God is in the company of the righteous. has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors,
6 Their aim is to confound the plans of the afflicted, * saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I
			but the Lord is their refuge.
had lost.’ Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of
7 Oh, that Israel’s deliverance would come out of Zion! * the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”
			 when the Lord restores the fortunes of his people,
			 Jacob will rejoice and Israel be glad.

September 22, 2013 — Pentecost 18C, proper 20
The Lesson: Jeremiah 8:18—9:1
My joy is gone, grief is upon me, my heart is sick. Hark,
the cry of my poor people from far and wide in the land:
“Is the Lord not in Zion? Is her King not in her?” (“Why
have they provoked me to anger with their images, with
their foreign idols?”) “The harvest is past, the summer
is ended, and we are not saved.” For the hurt of my poor
people I am hurt, I mourn, and dismay has taken hold
of me. Is there no balm in Gilead? Is there no physician
there? Why then has the health of my poor people not
been restored? O that my head were a spring of water,
and my eyes a fountain of tears, so that I might weep day
and night for the slain of my poor people!

The Epistle: 1 Timothy 2:1-7
First of all, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for everyone, for kings
and all who are in high positions, so that we may lead a
quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and dignity. This
is right and is acceptable in the sight of God our Savior,
who desires everyone to be saved and to come to the
knowledge of the truth. For there is one God; there is
also one mediator between God and humankind, Christ
Jesus, himself human, who gave himself a ransom for all
— this was attested at the right time. For this I was appointed a herald and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I
am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.

The Response: Psalm 79:1-9 Deus, venerunt
1 O God, the heathen have come into your inheritance;
		 they have profaned your holy temple; *
			 they have made Jerusalem a heap of rubble.
2 They have given the bodies of your servants as food 		
				
for the birds of the air, *
			 and the flesh of your faithful ones to the beasts
					
of the field.
3 They have shed their blood like water on every side
					
of Jerusalem, *
			 and there was no one to bury them.
4 We have become a reproach to our neighbors, *
			 an object of scorn and derision to those around us.
5 How long will you be angry, O Lord? *
			 will your fury blaze like fire for ever?
6 Pour out your wrath upon the heathen who have 		
				
not known you *
			 and upon the kingdoms that have not called upon
					
your Name.
7 For they have devoured Jacob *
			 and made his dwelling a ruin.
8 Remember not our past sins;
		 let your compassion be swift to meet us; *
			 for we have been brought very low.
9 Help us, O God our Savior, for the glory of your Name; *
			 deliver us and forgive us our sins, for your
					
Name’s sake.

The Gospel: Luke 16:1-13
Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had
a manager, and charges were brought to him that this man
was squandering his property. So he summoned him and
said to him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? Give me
an accounting of your management, because you cannot
be my manager any longer.’ Then the manager said to
himself, ‘What will I do, now that my master is taking the
position away from me? I am not strong enough to dig,
and I am ashamed to beg. I have decided what to do so
that, when I am dismissed as manager, people may welcome me into their homes.’ So, summoning his master’s
debtors one by one, he asked the first, ‘How much do you
owe my master?’ He answered, ‘A hundred jugs of olive
oil.’ He said to him, “Take your bill, sit down quickly, and
make it fifty.’ Then he asked another, ‘And how much do
you owe?’ He replied, ‘A hundred containers of wheat.’
He said to him, ‘Take your bill and make it eighty.’ And
his master commended the dishonest manager because
he had acted shrewdly; for the children of this age are
more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than
are the children of light. And I tell you, make friends for
yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that when it
is gone, they may welcome you into the eternal homes.
Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much;
and whoever is dishonest in a very little is dishonest also
in much. If then you have not been faithful with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches?
And if you have not been faithful with what belongs to
another, who will give you what is your own? No slave
can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one
and love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise
the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.”

September 29, 2013 — Pentecost 19C, proper 21
The Lesson: Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15
The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord in the
tenth year of King Zedekiah of Judah, which was the
eighteenth year of Nebuchadrezzar. At that time the army
of the king of Babylon was besieging Jerusalem, and the
prophet Jeremiah was confined in the court of the guard
that was in the palace of the king of Judah, where King
Zedeki’ah of Judah had confined him. Jeremiah said,
The word of the Lord came to me: Hanamel son of your
uncle Shallum is going to come to you and say, “Buy my
field that is at Anathoth, for the right of redemption by
purchase is yours.” Then my cousin Hanamel came to
me in the court of the guard, in accordance with the
word of the Lord, and said to me, “Buy my field that
is at Anathoth in the land of Benjamin, for the right of
possession and redemption is yours; buy it for yourself.”
Then I knew that this was the word of the Lord. And I
bought the field at Anathoth from my cousin Hanamel,
and weighed out the money to him, seventeen shekels
of silver. I signed the deed, sealed it, got witnesses, and
weighed the money on scales. Then I took the sealed
deed of purchase, containing the terms and conditions,
and the open copy; and I gave the deed of purchase to
Baruch son of Neriah son of Mah’eiah, in the presence
of my cousin Hanamel, in the presence of the witnesses
who signed the deed of purchase, and in the presence of
all the Judeans who were sitting in the court of the guard.
In their presence I charged Baruch, saying, Thus says the
Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: Take these deeds, both
this sealed deed of purchase and this open deed, and put
them in an earthenware jar, in order that they may last
for a long time. For thus says the Lord of hosts, the God
of Israel: Houses and fields and vineyards shall again be
bought in this land.
The Response: Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16 Qui habitat
1 He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High, *
			 abides under the shadow of the Almighty.
2 He shall say to the Lord,
		 “You are my refuge and my stronghold, *
			 my God in whom I put my trust.”
3 He shall deliver you from the snare of the hunter *
			 and from the deadly pestilence.
4 He shall cover you with his pinions,
		 and you shall find refuge under his wings; *
			 his faithfulness shall be a shield and buckler.
5 You shall not be afraid of any terror by night, *
			 nor of the arrow that flies by day;

6 Of the plague that stalks in the darkness, *
			 nor of the sickness that lays waste at mid-day.
14 Because he is bound to me in love,
		 therefore will I deliver him; *
			 I will protect him, because he knows my Name.
15 He shall call upon me, and I will answer him; *
		 I am with him in trouble;
			 I will rescue him and bring him to honor.
16 With long life will I satisfy him, *
			 and show him my salvation.
The Epistle: 1 Timothy 6:6-19
There is great gain in godliness combined with contentment; for we brought nothing into the world, so that
we can take nothing out of it; but if we have food and
clothing, we will be content with these. But those who
want to be rich fall into temptation and are trapped by
many senseless and harmful desires that plunge people
into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a
root of all kinds of evil, and in their eagerness to be rich
some have wandered away from the faith and pierced
themselves with many pains. But as for you, man of God,
shun all this; pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love,
endurance, gentleness. Fight the good fight of the faith;
take hold of the eternal life, to which you were called and
for which you made the good confession in the presence
of many witnesses. In the presence of God, who gives life
to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who in his testimony
before Pon’tius Pilate made the good confession, I charge
you to keep the commandment without spot or blame
until the manifestation of our Lord Jesus Christ, which
he will bring about at the right time — he who is the
blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord
of lords. It is he alone who has immortality and dwells
in unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or
can see; to him be honor and eternal dominion. Amen.
As for those who in the present age are rich, command
them not to be haughty, or to set their hopes on the
uncertainty of riches, but rather on God who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. They are to
do good, to be rich in good works, generous, and ready
to share, thus storing up for themselves the treasure of
a good foundation for the future, so that they may take
hold of the life that really is life.

(The Gospel: Luke 16:19-31)

